Remarks 

A. Specification 

The Office Action noted the use of trademarks in the paragraph beginning at page 9, line 
28, and ending at page 10, line 9. This paragraph has been amended to remove the trademark 
symbols from the terms TEGADERM and OPSITE FLEXIGRID. 

B. Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicants appreciate the Examiner's recommendations and comments regarding the 
information disclosure statement (IDS). Applicants do not interpret the comments to suggest that 
Applicants are "cloaking . . . clearly relevant references" — any such suggestion would be false. 
Applicants appreciate the Examiner's recognition that Applicants have no duty to comment on 
the materiality of any reference, the Examiner's consideration of the references cited in the IDS, 
and the notation of such consideration on the IDS. 

C. Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-11 were pending prior to the Office Action mailed April 9, 2010. Independent 
claim 1 is amended to recite "at least one discrete opening extending through a top surface of the 
cover such that the at least one discrete opening is configured to communicate negative pressure 
directly to an undermined portion of the wound ." Independent claim 8 is amended to recite 
"wherein a majority of the generally continuous planar bottom surface is directly engaged with 
the top surface of the wound contactable layer such that the cover cooperates with the channels 
extending along the top surface of the wound contactable layer to define a plurality of 
passageways connecting each hole with the port" and " the cover configured to substantially 
prevent communication of negative pressure through the bottom surface of the cover ." 
Independent claim 9 is amended to remove the phrase "and which are uncovered at the top 
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surface," and to recite "the second plurality of discrete holes and the plurality of peripheral 
access channels configured to communicate negative pressure directly to an undermined portion 
of the wound." No new matter is added by these amendments. Claims 1-11 remain pending. 

D. Claims 1-11 Are Definite 

Claims 1-11 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

1. "uncovered at the top surface" 

The Office states that independent claims 1 and 9 are "unclear/inconsistent" because the 
"the undermined portion of the wound covers the opening at the top surface." Office Action at 4. 
Applicants respectfully disagree. The member is not claimed in the wound (the undermined 
portion of the wound does not even arguably cover the opening when not in a wound). 
Nevertheless, claims 1 and 9 have been amended to expedite prosecution. Claim 1 now recites 
"at least one discrete opening extending through a top surface of the cover such that the at least 
one discrete opening is configured to communicate negative pressure directly to an undermined 
portion of the wound ." The phrase "uncovered at the top surface" has been removed from claim 
9, which now recites "the second plurality of discrete holes and the plurality of peripheral access 
channels configured to communicate negative pressure directly to an undermined portion of the 
wound." Applicants believe these amendments fully address this portion of the rejection. 

2. "substantially all of the generally planar bottom surface" 

The Office further states that "the description of 'substantially all of the generally planar 
bottom surface directly engaging the top surface of the wound contactable layer on lines 11-12 
but 'cooperating with the channels extending along the top surface of the wound contactable 
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layer to define a plurality of passageways' on lines 12-13 is unclear/inconsistent." Action at 5. 
Applicants respectfully disagree. Nevertheless, claim 8 has been amended to recite wherein a 
majority of the generally continuous planar bottom surface is directly engaged with the top 
surface of the wound contactable layer such that the cover cooperates with the channels 
extending along the top surface of the wound contactable layer to define a plurality of 
passageways connecting each hole with the port." Applicants believe these amendments fully 
address this portion of the rejection. 
3. "generally non-porous" 

The Office further states that, with respect to claims 1 and 9, "the description of the cover 

as being 'generally non-porous' ... but having 'at least one discrete opening extending through a 

top surface of the cover' is unclear/inconsistent." Applicants respectfully disagree and traverse. 

The essential inquiry pertaining to this requirement is whether the claims set out 
and circumscribe a particular subject matter with a reasonable degree of clarity 
and particularity. Defmiteness of claim language must be analyzed, not in a 
vacuum, but in light of:" 

(A) The content of the particular application disclosure; 

(B) The teachings of the prior art; and 

(C) The claim interpretation that would be given by one possessing 
the ordinary level of skill in the pertinent art at the time the 
invention was made. 

MPEP §2173.02. Under each of the considerations required by the MPEP, the Office's 
interpretation of "generally non-porous" is unreasonable. 

First, the contents of the present application clearly support the defmiteness of "generally 
non-porous." The background section discusses the porous materials of the prior art: 

• at page 1 , lines 15-16: "a porous packing may be provided under the cover to fill 
the space in which the vacuum is formed (emphasis added);" 

• at page 1, lines 23-28: "As shown, for example, in U.S. Patent No. 5,645,081 . . . 
Fig. 1 of the '081 patent discloses an open cell polyester foam section covering 
the wound (emphasis added);" 
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And the specification and originally filed claims make clear that "generally non-porous" is 
distinct from the porous foams and gauze of the prior art: 

• at page 3, lines 4-12: "The member may further include a plurality of discrete 
holes .... The member may be formed from a generally non-porous material 
(emphasis added);" 

• at page 5, lines 15-27: "As shown in Fig. 4, access openings include both access 
channels 62 and access holes 64 . . . Referring now to Fig. 4, member 19, layer 
20, cover 22, and connector 23 are each made of a medical grade silicone or other 

type of pliable elastomer It is within the scope of this disclosure, however, to 

include a member made of any type of thin, flexible material that is non-porous 
and non-foam-like (emphasis added);" and 

• at originally filed claims 1 and 6: "a plurality of discrete holes ... at least one 
discrete opening" (claim 1), and "wherein the member is formed from a generally 
non-porous material" (claim 6). 

The specification and original claims use "generally non-porous" to describe the member 
material — even though it includes one or more holes and/or openings. Thus, the Office's 
interpretation is precluded by the specification that must guide the interpretation of the claims. 

Second, the prior art uses "porous" to describe foam and gauze. See, e.g., Present 
Application at p. 1, 11. 10-28 (discussing porous packing of prior art and listing U.S. Pat. No. 
5,648,081 as an example with "polyester foam"); Risk '807 at col. 10, 11. 35-37 ("porous packing 
618 ... is typically a gauze material"). This interpretation is consistent with relevant technical 
definitions of "porous." For example, the McGraw-Hill Dictionary of Scientific and 
Technical Terms, Fifth Edition defines "porous" as "1. Filled with pores. 2. Capable of 
absorbing liquids." Appendix 1 at 1549 (emphasis added). Foam is porous; gauze is porous— 
both are "filled with pores." Neither foam nor gauze can be described as "generally non- 
porous." Further, a person of ordinary skill in the art would understand that a "generally non- 
porous" cover is generally not "capable of absorbing liquids." See, e.g., Appendix 1 at 7 
(defining "absorb" as "[t]o take up a substance in bulk"). 
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Third, a person of ordinary skill in the art would have no difficulty discerning the 
meaning of the claim. The Office must consider "the totality of all the limitations of the claim 
and their interaction with each other." In re Larson, No. 01-1092 (May 9, 2001) (citing Radio 
Steel & Mfg. Co. v. MTD Prods., Inc., 731 F.2d 840, 845, 221 USPQ 657, 661 (Fed. Cir. 1984)). 
The totality of the claims supports the definiteness of "generally non-porous." For example, 
"generally non-porous" clearly does not require entirely non-porous. Further, claim 1 recites a 
"at least one discrete opening extending through a top surface of the cover" (emphasis added). 
The McGraw-Hill Dictionary of Scientific and Technical Terms, Fifth Edition defines 
"discrete" as "1. Composed of separate and distinct parts. 2. Having an individually distinct 
identity." Appendix 1 at 589 (emphasis added). A person of ordinary skill in the art would thus 
understand "at least one discrete opening" to be different than one of the ill-defined and 
innumerable pores of foam or gauze. By way of illustration, a block of foam is porous, but a 
block of steel is generally non-porous. Even if one or more discrete holes are drilled in the block 
of steel, a person of ordinary skill in the art would still understand the block of steel to be 
"generally non-porous." This is all section 1 12, second paragraph, requires. 

Independent claims 1, 8, and 9, and therefore dependent claims 2-7 and 10-11 which 
depend therefrom, are definite. Applicants therefore respectfully request reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. 

D. Claim Language Interpretation 

Applicant believes the foregoing remarks with respect to the indefiniteness rejections 

fully address the Office's concerns regarding the interpretation of "generally non-porous." 

With respect to "generally continuous planar bottom surface," the Office states: 

Due to the lack of clarity discussed supra, claim 8, lines 1 1-12 will be interpreted 
to require a generally continuous bottom surface with no projections extending 
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directly therefrom which extends between an outer perimeter of the cover and 
some portion thereof is directly engaged with the top surface of the wound layer. 

The Office's interpretation is again unreasonable. The phrase "generally continuous planar 

bottom surface" is clear on its face; there is no need to re-write it as the Office has done. 

E. Claims 1-11 Are Novel 

Claims 1-11 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as anticipated by Risk Jr. et al. 
(6,755,807, hereinafter referred to as Risk '807), and "thereby, by incorporation," Lockwood et 
al. (6,685,681, hereinafter referred to as Lockwood '681). Office Action at 6. Applicants 
respectfully disagree and traverse. 

1. Independent claims 1 and 9 

As the Office is aware, anticipation requires a single reference that disclose all elements 
of a claim. Neither Risk '807 nor Lockwood '681 discloses all elements of independent claims 
1, 8, and 9, nor of dependent claims 2-7 and 10-11. Even if the packing 618 of Risk '807 (see 
FIG. 9) is equated to the cover recited in any of claims 1, 8, and 9, Risk '807 simply does not 
disclose or suggest that the packing 618 could have the claimed characteristics. "[S]ide 612 of 
bandage member 604 faces wound 300 , and side 610 faces a porous packing 618 .. . Packing 
618 is typically a gauze material " Col. 10, 11. 33-37 (emphasis added). But independent claims 
1 and 9, as amended, recite "a generally non-porous cover coupled to the wound contactable 
layer." Risk '807 explicitly discloses a porous packing, and thus does not and cannot disclose a 
generally non-porous packing, as recited in independent claims 1 and 9. Common sense dictates 
that Risk's "porous packing" (e.g., gauze) cannot be generally non-porous. 

2. Independent claim 8 

At the outset, the rejection of claim 8 does not even address the claimed feature: "outer 
portions of the channels extending between an outer edge of the cover and an outer edge of the 
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wound contactable layer defining a plurality of peripheral access channels configured to 
communicate negative pressure to an undermined portion of the wound." The rejection is 
therefore insufficient as a matter of law because it fails to address every feature of the claim. 

Independent claim 8 recites "a cover coupled to the wound contactable layer and having a 
generally continuous planar bottom surface" (emphasis added). FIG. 9 of Risk '807 shows that 
packing 618 does not have a "generally continuous planar bottom surface"— as required by the 
claim. The Office's interpretation of this phrase is unreasonable. All five words must be given 
effect: (1) generally; (2) continuous; (3) planar; (4) bottom; (5) surface. 

For example, the dictionary cited by the Office, Merriam- Webster Online, defines 
"continuous" as "marked by uninterrupted extension in space, time, or sequence." Appendix 2 
(emphasis added). The porous packing 618 (e.g., "typically a gauze material") of Risk '807 
explicitly does not have a "generally continuous planar bottom surface." Instead, a porous 
material like gauze is, by its very nature, discontinuous. 




Relevant Portion of FIG. 9 of Risk '807 

Additionally, claim 8 has been amended to recite "the cover configured to substantially 
prevent communication of negative pressure through the bottom surface of the cover." 
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Regardless of the claim language interpretation, porous packing 18 does not substantially 
prevent communication of negative pressure through a bottom surface. 

Further, neither reference discloses "outer portions of the channels extending between an 
outer edge of the cover and an outer edge of the wound contactable layer defining a plurality of 
peripheral access channels configured to communicate negative pressure to an undermined 
portion of the wound." 

Neither Risk '807 nor Lockwood '681 discloses every element of the present claims. 
Applicants therefore respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection. 
Conclusion 

Applicants believe that the foregoing remarks fully respond to all outstanding matters for 
this application. 

Should the Examiner desire to sustain any of the rejections discussed in relation to this 
Response, the courtesy of a telephonic conference between the Examiner, the Examiner's 
supervisor, and the undersigned attorney at 512-536-3083 is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 61,361 

FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI L.L.P. Attorney for Applicant 

600 Congress Avenue, Suite 2400 

Austin, Texas 78701 

(512) 474-5201 

(512) 536-4598 (facsimile) 

Date: June 9, 2010 
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absolute stereochemistry 



absorptiometric analysis 



nislry See absolute configuration. ( \ 



tti) 



pair of aerial photographs 01 equal v ,m^ V o, ™>™-~:"~~ 
solute stereoscopic parallax of a point is the algebraic difference 
of the distances of the two images from their respective photo- 
praoh nadirs, measured in a horizontal plane and parallel to the 
!X» Also known asabsolute parallax; horizontal parallax; 
linear parallax; parallax; stereoscopic parallax; x-parallax. 
( 'ab-sa.lut ster-e-o'skap-ik 'parajaks J t . ... - . 

absolute stop lav eno) A_ railway s.g^lwh. 



he signal. Also known as stop and st: 



{ 'ab- 

ate'XtTsystem of units [phys] Asetofunitsformeasuring 
physical quantities, defined by interrelated equations in terms 
of arbitrary fundamental quantities of length, mass. time, and 
charge or current. [ 'ab-sa,lut 'sis-tarn av 'yii-nats 
absolute temperature [thermo] 1. The temper 

urable in theory on the thermodynamic temperatui 

The temperature in Celsius degrees relative to the absolute 
-273 16°C (the Kelvin scale) or in Fahrenheit degrees i 
• ro at -459.69°F (the Rankine s< 
) 



a body would have no heat 

1 o i axe ip ciroi 6J . i" m radiation, f PHY 
r or radiation. ( ab's6.u , 
[phys chem] The common logarithm of the re- 
ciprocal of the transmittance of a pure solvent. Also known as 
absorbancy; extinction. | ab'sorbans | 
absorbancy See absorbance. ( ab's6rban-se ) 
absorbed charge [elec] Charge on a capacitor which arises 

hTmalnUined! duetto gradual orientation of permanent dipolar 
molecules. ( ab'sorbd 'charj ) .. 
absorbed dose Imed) The part of an administered medica- 
tion which is not excreted by the recipient's body, [nucleo] 
The amount of energy imparted by ionizing particles to a - 
mass of irradiated material at a place of in>""« Mso kn< 
as dosage; dose. ( ab'sOrbd 'dos ) . 
absorbed-dose rate [nucleo] The absorbed dose of lomz- 
■ '- a given location per umt of nme (sec- 



: Also known 



ABSOLUTE TEMPERATURE 



I 'a 



scale). other. ( sb'sorbarr-se ) 



temperatures are measured relative to absolute zero. Also 

known as absolute scale. ( 'ab-sa,iut 'tem-pra-chur ,skil | 
absolute term See constant term. ( 'ab-sa.lut tarm ) 
absolute threshold [physio] , The rrunimum strmulus energy 

that an organism can detect. I 'ab-sa.lut 'thresh-hold 1 
absolute time [geol] Geologic time measured m years, as 

detetmined by radioactive decay of elements, [phys] see 

absolutespacj-time I ' ab-sa Hit -te i ] 



Also known as perfect vacuum. t 
absolute value Also known as magnitude, [math] I.For 
real number, the number if it is nonnegative, and the negative 
of the number'if it is neg Hive Also known as numerical value. 
2. For a complex number, - ' '>*•>■ - 



squares of its real and imaginary.parts. Also 

lus. 3. The length of a vector, disregarding .~ , 

square root of the sum of the squares of its orthogonal compo- 
nents. I'ab-sa.lut'val-yu] 

absolute-value computer [comput set] A computer that 
processes the values of the variables rather than their increments. 
[ 'ab-sa.lut 'val-ytt kam'pyud-ar ] 

absolutevector [computsci] Incomputergraphics.avect 
whose end points are given in absolute coordinates. { ' ab-sa.l 
absolute velocity [phys] The vector sum of the velocity of 
a fluid parcel relative to the earth and the velocity of the parcel 
due to the.earth's rotation; the east-west component is the only 
one affected. ( 'ab-sa.lut va'Ias-a-de ] • 
absolute viscosity [flmech] The tangential force per unit 
area of two parallel planes at unit distance apart when the space 
between them is filled with a fluid and one plane rhoves with 
unit velocity in its own plane relative, to the other. Also known 
as coefficient of viscosity. ( 'ab-sa,Uitvis'ka>a-de ) " 
absolute volume [eng] The total volume of the particles in 
a granular material, including both permeable and impermeable 
voids but excluding spaces between particles. I 'ab-sa;Uit 'VSl- 

absolute vortlclty [flmech] The vorticity of a fluid relative 
to an absolute coordinate system; especially, the vorticity of the 
atmosphere relative to axes not rotating with the earth. { air 
sa,latv6r'tis-a-d6) 

absolute waverheter [electromao] A type of wavemeter 
in which the frequency of an injected radio-frequency voltage 
is determined by measuring the length of a resonant line. ( 'ab- 
sa.lut 'wav.meu-ar j 

absolute weighing [eng] L^terrnination . of ""J™^ 0 ^ 

oftheraaMofmeTTOtotype of me international kilogram. ( 'ab- 
sa.lttt'wa-in } 

absolute zero [thermo] The temperature of -273.16°C,or 
-459.69fF, : or 0 K, thought to be the temperature at which 



absorbancy Invito absorptivity. ( ab'sOr-ban-se 'hvdeks ) 
absorbent [mater] A material which, in contact with a liquid 
or eas extracts one or more substances for which it has an 
affinity, and is altered physically or chemically during the pro- „,,.„ M ... 
abMrbintcotlon nl [MATER] A cotton fiber that absorb! iwater o- 
because its natural waxes have been removed. I ab soroant Com p artst)n g oMMWn^Celstas, 
absorbent paper [mater] Paper capabie.of absorbing and fe^pemiure 
holding liquids by the capillarity of the pores tetweenor wttiun are rounded d <* ree - 
the closely matted cellulosic fibers. ( ab'sor-bant 'pa-patl g^perllures^S an d Very 
absorber [chem eng] Equipment in which a gas is absorbed l ™ffi an Noslrani, 1964) 
by contact with a liquid, [electr] A material or device that 
takes up and dissipates radiated energy; may be used to shield 
an object from the energy, prevent reflection of the energy, 
determine the nature of the radiation, or selectivetytransmit one 
or more components of the radiation, [eng] The surface on 
a solar collector that absorbs the solar radiation, [much eng] 
1 A device which holds liquid for the absorption of refrigerant 
vapor or other vapors. 2. That part of the low-pressure side of 
an absorption system used for absorbing refrigerant vapor. 
[nucleo] A material the ' " " 
radiation. ( ab'sor-bar ] 




absorber oil See absorption oil. ( ab'sor-bar ,6 
absorberplate [eng] ApartofaflafcplatesoH- Tr --- ; - 

provides a surface for absorbing incident solar radiation. 

[ ab'scrbar ,plSt | ' 
absorbing boom [civeng] a device that floats on the water 

anSsefltoiitopthespreadofi^^ 

{ ab'sGrb-irj ,bum } 

absorbing rod See control rod. | ab's6rtrirj ,rad ) 

1; a process willnev*r leave an absorbihE state once it enters. 
I'ab'sorb-irj ,stal| 
absorbing well [civ end) t 
through an impermeable st 
{ ab'sOrb-irj ,wel ) 

x [phys] The ratio of the touuunau^.^.. 
total incident radiation; equal to one (unity) m 
J „„....ttance. 1 ab'sorptans ) 
absorptlbmeter [analychem) 1. Ah instrument equipped 
with a filter system or omersimple dispersing system torneasure 
the absorption of nearly monochromatic radiation in the visible 
range by a gas or a liquid, and so determine the concentration 
of tne absorbing constituents in the gas or liquid. 2. A device 
for regulating the thickness of a liquid in spectrophotometry. 
( ab.sOrp-te'a-mad-ar ) 

absorptlometrlcanalysls [analychem] ( 
of a gas or 
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Discolomidag 



discomfort glare 



discrimination 



zoo] A superfamily of foraminiferan pr< 

the suborder Roialiina characterized by a radial, pr 

forate, calcite test and a monolamellar septa. { ,dis-kar'b 




DfSCONE ANTENNA 



^composition effect [nucleo] Changes in phys 
chemical properties of a substance caused by discomp 
Also known as Wigner effect. I dis|kanvpa|zislran i,f< 
niscomycetes [mycol] A group of fungi in the class Asco- 
mycetes in which the surface of the fruiting body is exposed 
daring maturation of the spores. ( ,dis-k" 
— [electromag] A 

J lutto 180° to form. 



plu'ton [ceol] An intrusive igneous body that 
iss the bedding or foliation of the intruded formations. 
( di'skord-ant 'plu,I4n | 

DISCOS See disturbance compensation system. ( 'dis.kos ) 
discount [indeng] A reduction from the gross amount, price, 

discount factor ' [petro eng] The ratio of the present worth 
of future payments I 




dlsconformlty Igeol] Unconformity between parallel beds 
or strata. I .dis-kan'formad-e ) 

disconnect [elec] To open a circuit by removing wires or 
connections, as distinguished from opening a switch to stop 
current flow, [eng] To sever a connection. { ,dis-ka'nekt ) 
disconnected set [math] A set in a topological space that 
is the union of two nonempty sets A and B for which both the 
intersection of the closure of A with B and the intersection of 
the closure of B with A are en ' 
disconnect fitting [elec] 
be disconnected without tools ., 
disconnecting switch [elec] A switch that isolates a circuit 
or piece of electrical apparatus after interruption of the current. 
Also known as disconnector, (..dis-ka'nek-tio ,swich ) 
disconnector See disconnecting switch. { ,dis'ka'nek-tar I 
disconnector release [elec] Device which disengages the 
apparatus used in a telephone connection to restore it to its 
original condition when not in use. . ( .dteka'nek-tarri'les I 
discontinuity [electromag] An abrupt. change in the shape 
of a waveguide. Also known as waveguide discontinuity. 
[oeolJ 1. An interruption in sedimentation. 2. A surface that 
separates unrelated groups of rocks, [geophys] A boundary 
at which the velocity of seismic waves changes abruptly. 
[math] A point at which a function is not continuous, [met] 
The place where the structural nature of a weldment is interfered 
with because of the materials involved orwhere the mechanical, 
physical, or metallurgical aspects are 

1 A break in the continuity of a medium o 



discovery claim [min eng) The first claim for the finding of 
a mineral deposiL ( di'skava-rc ,klam ) 
discovery vein [min eng] The vein on w 
is based. I di ! skava-re ,van ) 
discovery well [petro eng] A successful exploratii 
{ di'skava-re ,wel ! 

discrete [set tech] 1. Composed of separate and distinc 
parts. 2. Having an individually distinct identity. (di'skret 



discrete-film zone See belt of soil wac 
discrete radio source [astrophys] A source 
coming from a small area of the sky. (di'skret 
discrete sampling [electr] Sampling in which the individ- 
ual samples are of such long duration that the frequency response 




I di'skret 's 



which a reflection of wave energy ca 
ad* | 

discontinuous amplifier [electr] Amplifier in which the 
input waveform is reproduced on some type of averaging basis, 
i .dis-kan'tuvya-was 'am-pla.ff-ar ) 

discontinuous coding sequence [mol bio] The coding 



deteriorated by the sampling process. 

[math] A set with no cluster points. ( di'skret 

discrete sound system [engacous] A quadraphonic sound 
system in which the four input channels are preserved as four 
discrete channels during recording and playback processes; 
sometimes referred to as a 4-4-4 system; ( di'skret 'saund ,sis- 

in which the corn- 



discrete system [contsys] A control system in which sig- 
nals at one or more points may change only at discrete values 
of time. Also known as discrete-time system. [ di'skret 'sis- 



consisting of exons and introns. ( ,dis-kan'tin ; ya-was 'kqd-in 



i [met] Precipitetionrntooipally expression; 



at and away from the grain boundaries in a supersaturated solid 
solution; diffraction patterns show two lattice parameters, the 
solute in solution and the precipitate. I .dis-kah'tuvya-was 

dlSOTmtouous reaction series [geol] The branch of Bow- 
en's reaction series that include olivine, pyroxene, 'amphibole, 
and biotite; each change in the series represents an abrupt change 
in phase. ( .disfcan'tin-ya-was rS'ak-shan .sirez 1 
discontinuous yielding [met] The nonuniform plastic de- 
formationofametalalongmelengthstratoedintension: { ,dis- 
tan'ttoya-was 'yeld-in ) 

J: [inv zoo] Having a disk-shaped fooL 



discrete 'transfer function See pulsed transfe: 
. ( dilskret 'tranz-far .fank-shan ) 
discrete variable [math] A variable for which I 
values form a discrete set. { dilskret 'vere-a-bal ) 
discrete-word intelligibility [commub] The percent 
teUigibility obtained when the speech units under conside 
are words, usually presented so as to intotoiizethc contextual 
relation between them, { dilskret .ward to,tel-a-ja'bil-ad-e ) 
discretization error [math] The error to the numerical cal- 
culation of an integral that results from using an approximate 
expression for the true mathematical function to be integrated. 
( ,dis-kra-da'za-shan ,erar ) . • 
discriminant [math] 1. The quantity o z - 4ac, where a,o,c 
are coefficients of a given quadratic polynomial: <uT + bx + 
c. 2. More generally, for the polynomial equation + 
a,*--' +~-+ajo - 0,e 0 2 "" J timestheproduct of the squares 
of all the differences of the roots of the equation, taken to pairs. 

discriminant function [stat] A linear combination of a set 
of variables that will classify events or items for which the 
' rim me smallest possible proportion of 
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Porcellanidae 



) The study of bolh experimental 
sofMendelian heredity oathS 
es of gene frequencies, genotypes 
ims. ( .papva'ia-shsnja'recKksl 
)M phys] The condition in which 
system is more heavily pop. 



porc< 



;ellanite 



porphyrotopic 1549 



( 'pbrkya.pih | 
M rcuplne boner t MEl -" ENG l Aboilerhavingdeadendtubes 
Meeting from a vertical shell. { 'porkya,pih ;boiI-ar ) 
" ' uctron] A very small, dark area on the sun formed by 
oration of adjacent flocculi. [biol] Any minute open- 



_J crustaceans ui uic giuup ™ui»k wiuv.il rocuunc uus 

"to but are distinguished by the reduced, chelate fifth pereio- 
"T w d the well-developed tail fan. [ ,porsa'lan-a,d5 ) ■ 
I*~ || an |( e [petr] A hard, dense siliceous rock, such as 
Se chert or indurated clay or shale. ( por'sel-a.nlt 1 
tcuplne [vert zoo] Any of about 26 species of rodents in 
ffofami! " "" " " 

•Is I 

,| ne boiler [m 
Vrojecting ft 
pore [A" RI r .. 

separation of adjacent I 
ine by which matter pasa>~> uuvugn » ««« v, „»,,.„*.«..*.. 
foEOL] An opening OTdiarmdwaym rock or soiL [met] A 
pjnute cavity in a powder compact, metal casting, or electro- 

pOT^^ssiblHry [geol] The fractional change in res- 
^voir-rock pore volume with a unit change in pressure upon 
ihairack. ('porkam.pres-a'bil'ad-e.) 
poredlarneter [deseng] 
of the openings in a membrar 
I'pordi.arn-ad-ar] 
pore diffusion [fl mech] The movement of fluids (gas or 
liquid) into the interstices of porous solidspr m^ihranesr occurs 

osmosis. ( 'pordi.fyii-zhan] 

porefungus [mvcol] The common name for members of the 
fiioilies Boietaceae and Polyporaceae in ornnn Hvmeno- 
mycetes; sporebearing surfaces- r " 
tubes or pores. { 'por ,fai]-gas ) 
pore ice [hyd] Ice which fills or partially, fills pore spaces in 
permafrost; forms by freezing soil water in place, with no ad- 
dition of water. ( 'p6r ,Ts | 

' ' ' ied] A condition in which the cavity of a 
ntnete extends to the surface of the cerebral herni- 
iay result from brain tissue destruction or maldevel- 
| .poran'sef-a-le ) 

sure See neutral stress. | 'por ,presh-ar | 
poreilze distribution [geol] Variations in pore sizes in 
reservoir formations; each type of rock has its own typical pore 
size and related permeability. { 'pdrlslz ,dis-tra'byu-shan ) 
pore space [geol] ' The pores in a rock or soil considered 
as pore volume. ('pdr,spas) 

ss. ( 'pdriwod-ar.presh' 

porta [meteorol] Violent northeast winds on the Black Sea 
near the Bosporus. { 'pore.az ) 

Potffera [inv zoo] The sponges, a phylum of the animal 
knrgdom characterized by the presence of canal systems and 
damtwsthrough which water is drawn in' and released; tissues 
ml organs are absent ( pa'rif-a-ra ) 

rorfenlna [meteorol] An east wind ontake Lugano (Italy 
j^Swilzwland), blowing from the Gulf of Porlezia. ( ,por 

P*ocyt9 (mvzoo) Oneofmeperforated.tubularcellswhich 
"jsfiiute the wall of the incurrent canals in certain Porifera. 
l^or-a.stt) 

P*»gamy [box] Passage of the pollen tube through the mi- 
wjyleofanovuleinaseed plant ( po'rSg-ame ) 
W™>iwc material [text] A fabric made of polyurethane 
™gfened by polyester. ( ;pdr6,rae^ma'tirg-al J . 
pofoslmetffr [BNG j uboratojycorapressed-gas device Used 
— of the porosity of reservoir rocks. ( ;p6r 

PJ* [med] CmdidoncraracuOTzedbymcreasedpoWsity, 
&<s. l pa'rrrsas ). 

[phys] 1. property of a solid which contains many 
^j*™"^ or open spaces. 2. The fraction as a percent 
* tntal, volume occupied by these channels or spaces; for 
™ "etroleum engineering the ratio (expressed in per- 
^ jid space ina rock to the bulk volume of that rock. 

1 [petroeng] Reservoir porosity fraction mul- 
'< pay in feet, where porosity fraction is the portion 
oir that is porous, andnet pay is.the depth and areal 
hydrocarboris^ntairung reservoir. ■ { pa'ras-ad-S 

^WSe'estratigraphictrap. { pa'ias-ad* .trap.)' 



porous bearing [DES ENG] A bearing m; 



in) 



th oil by a 



porous carbon [mater] Plates, tubes, or disks of uniform 
carbon particles pressed together without a binder, used for the 
filtration of corrosive liquids and gases. ( 'poras 'karban ) 
porous graphite [mater] Plates, tubes, or disks of uniform 
graphite panicles pressed together without a binder; more resis- 
tant to oxidation but. lower in strength than porous carbon. 
( 'poras 'gra.fit ) 

porous metals [met] Metals, made by powder metallurgy, 
having uniformly distributed controlled pore sizes, in the form 
of sheets, tubes, and shapes; used for filtering liquids and gases 



porous reservoir model [petro eng] Scaled laboratory 
model of porous reservoir used for the study of reservoir areal 
waterflood efficiencies. . ( 'pftras 'rez-av.war ,nutd-al ) 

porous wheel [des eng] A grinding wheel having a porous 
structure and a vitrified or resinoid bond. ( 'poras 'wSl ) 

Poroxylaeeae [paleobot] A monogeneric family of extinct 
plants included in the Cordaitales. ■ { pa.riBVsa'las'e.e ) 

porpezite [mineral] A mineral consisting of a native alloy 
of palladium (S-10%) and gold; Also known as palladium 
gold ( 'porpa.zit ) • 

porphin [biochem] A heterocyclic ring consisting of four 
pyrrole rings linked by methine (7-CKM) bridges; the basic 
structure of chlorophyll, hemoglobin, the cytochromes, and cer- 
' ' other related substances. | 'p6rfan ) 



porphrlte See porphyry. | 'por.frit ) . • • 

porphyria [med] A usually hereditary, pathologic disorder of 
porphyrin metabolism characterized by porphyrinuria and pho- 
tosensitivity. ( p6r'fire>a | 

porphyrin [biochem] A class of red-pigmented compounds 
with a cyclic tetrapyrrolic structure™ which the foiir pyrrole 
rings are joined through their ct-carbon atoms by four melhene 
bridges (=C— ); the porphyrins form the active nucleus of chlo- 
rophylls and hemoglobin. [ 'pdrfatan ) 

porphyrinuria [med] The excretion of large. quantities of 
porphyrin in the urine. ( ,p6rfa-ra'nyure-a ) 

porphyrltlc [petr). Pertaining to or resembling porphyry. 
[ ;p6rfa;rid-u: } 

porphyroblast [petr] A relatively largecrystal formed in a 
metamorphic rock. [ por'fma.blast );. . 
porphyroblastic [petr] Pertairung to the texture of recrys- 
tallized metamorphic rock having, large idioblasts of minerals 
possessing high form energy in a finer-grained crystalloblastic 
marrix.. ( por|fira;blas'tik ) ■ •.• • 
porphyrocrystalllc See porphyrotopic. { r*r|firo-kri!stal-ik | 
porphyroclastlc structure See mortar structure. .( pofjfir 
Biklas-tik 'strakchar ) : ■■■ 

porphyrogranulltlc [petr] Referrmgtooprutictexturecliar- 
acterized by. large phenocrysts of feldspar and aiigite or olrvihe 
" • lath-shaped feldspar crystals and 
mbination of porphyritic and inter- 
granular textures. ( pOrlfrro.gran-ya'lid-ik ) 
porphyrold [petr] 1 . A blastoporphyrilic, or sometimes por- 
phyroblastic, metamorphic rock of igneous origin. 2. A feld- 
spathic metasedirnentaiy rock having the appearance of a por- 
phyry. ( 'porfa.roid ) ' ■-<■ , • 
porphyroskelic [geol] Pertairungtoanarrangementinasoi] 
fabric whereby the plasma occurs as a dense matrix in. which 
like phenocrysts in a porphyritic rock. 
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